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The Virginia Space Grant Consortium (VSGC) is pleased to announce the awarding of $312,850 in scholarships and fellowships to seventy-five students pursuing higher education at Virginia Space Grant Universities and Community Colleges for the 2021-2022 academic year.  

The VSGC is a coalition of five Virginia colleges and universities (Virginia Tech, University of Virginia, Old Dominion University, Hampton University, and William & Mary), NASA, the Virginia Community College System, other state educational agencies, Virginia Innovation Partnership Corporation, and other institutions representing diverse aerospace education and research.  

Students majoring in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) and other fields of study related to NASA's missions are eligible to apply. A committee of Consortium representatives selects the students for awards based on their academic merit, academic potential, and letters of reference. In addition, students submitting proposals for awards to support aerospace-related research are judged on the quality of research and its relationship to NASA's mission. 
VSGC provides monetary awards in five categories:  

Graduate Research Fellowships are $6,000 renewable awards (up to two years) of add-on graduate support for students enrolled at a Virginia Space Grant university pursuing any field of graduate study (Masters or Doctoral level) with NASA relevance. The students' universities contribute matching funds.  VSGC awarded $198,000 in Graduate Research Fellowships to 33 students.  

Undergraduate Research Scholarships are one-year, non-renewable awards of up to $8,500 for undergraduate students enrolled in a Virginia Space Grant university pursuing any field of study with NASA relevance and actively engaged in a research project. VSGC awarded $80,850 in Undergraduate Research Scholarships to 13 students.

Community College STEM Scholarships are $2,000 awards made to students enrolled at a Virginia community college who have completed at least one semester of coursework and are pursuing a program of study in STEM and indicates an interest in aerospace. VSGC awarded $10,000 in Community College Scholarships to 5 students.

Undergraduate Bridge STEM Scholarships are $1,000 awards to rising sophomore students from any of the five Virginia Space Grant Universities and majoring in a STEM field.  Federally recognized minority students are strongly encouraged to apply. Awardees are selected based on their academic merit and interest in a STEM career.  VSGC awarded $24,000 to 24 sophomore students for this scholarship program. 
Space Grant Research Scholars and Fellows must be engaged in an identified research project with a faculty advisor as part of their academic program.  Students receiving awards present their research findings at an annual student research conference in the spring semester. 
All students are required to attend the annual Student Research Conference in April 2022 to network with students and faculty.
VSGC Director Mary Sandy notes, “We are pleased to provide this level of scholarship and fellowship support to Virginia students pursuing STEM studies and careers of interest to NASA and our nation’s aerospace and high-tech sectors.”

Since the program's inception in 1990, the Virginia Space Grant Consortium has awarded more than 8.2 million dollars in scholarships and fellowships to 1,963 students.    
Photos and information on the current awardees can be found here:                     Virginia Space Grant Consortium Scholarships and Fellowships (odu.edu)
Scholarship and Fellowship applications are now open for the 2022 - 23 academic year with research scholarship and fellowship applications due on January 28, 2022 and Community College and Undergraduate STEM Bridge scholarship applications due March 11.  VSGC anticipates giving about $320,000 in new awards for the next academic year.

Note to editors:  A list of award recipients with hometown information is provided as an attachment.  The awardees are sorted by hometown newspaper.
